
  



“It is the policy of the state that Native American remains 
and associated grave goods shall be repatriated.”

- California Public Resources Code 5097.991
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Native American Heritage Commission 
40th Anniversary Gala

Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza 
300 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814

October 21, 2016

EVENT AGENDA

6:15-6:20 – Welcome –  NAHC Executive Secretary Cynthia Gomez

6:20-6:30 – Opening Prayer – Shingle Springs Rancheria

6:30-7:00 – Welcome/Award Presentation – NAHC Chairman James Ramos

7:00-7:50 – Keynote Presentation -Benjamin Madley, Author 
An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873

7:50-8:20 – Cultural Singing – Chumash Intertribal Singers

8:20-8:50 – Legislators’ Remarks 
	 Introduction by NAHC Vice Chairwoman Laura Miranda 
	 Congressman John Garamendi 
		  U.S. House of Representatives, 3rd District of California 
	 Assemblyman Mike Gatto 
		  California State Assembly, District 43

8:50-8:55 – Closing Remarks – NAHC Executive Secretary Cynthia Gomez

8:55-9:00 - Closing Prayer – Wilton Rancheria
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. • SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA  95814 • (916) 445-2841 

 
 

October 21, 2016 
 
 

Native American Heritage Commission 
 
 
On behalf of the State of California, I welcome you to the Native American 
Heritage Commission’s 40th anniversary celebration. Tonight, we celebrate the 
whole history of our state: not just our 166 years of statehood, nor the 247 years 
that have passed since the founding of the first Spanish mission nor even the 474 
years since the first European explorer set foot on our shores, but the much vaster 
scale of time—at least 12,000, and perhaps as long as 15,000 years—that reflects 
the true length of human occupancy in what is now called California. 
  
On September 29, 1976, I signed into law Assembly Bill 4239, creating the 
Native American Heritage Commission. Since then the Commission has worked 
diligently to identify and protect the cultural and archaeological resources that 
reflect the true depth of California history and the knowledge, memory and 
wisdom of the first Californians. My actions as governor have consistently 
supported this important work. In 1982 I signed Senate Bill 297, requiring the 
Commission to identify a Most Likely Descendant in cases where Native 
American remains have been discovered, a change in law that has helped protect 
burial grounds from desecration. In 2014 I moved to increase the protection of our 
native heritage by signing Assembly Bill 52, which added tribal cultural resources 
as a separate category to be considered under the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 
 
I expect the importance of the Commission’s role to grow as we continue to work 
together toward a more honest understanding of where we have come from, what 
we have done and, perhaps, how we might live in this beautiful place called 
California for another dozen millennia. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
BENJAMIN MADLEY 

Benjamin Madley is Associate Professor of History and Chair of American Indian Studies 
at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is a historian of Native America, the United 
States, and genocide in world history. Born in Redding, California, Ben spent much of 
his childhood in Karuk Country near the Oregon border where he became interested 
in the relationship between colonizers and indigenous peoples. He earned his B.A. at 
Yale University, a Master’s degree at Oxford University, and a Ph.D. in History at Yale. 
He writes about American Indians as well as colonial genocides in Africa, Australia, and 
Europe. His first book, An American Genocide: The United States and the California 
Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873, was published by Yale University Press in May. It has been 
reviewed in the New York Times, News from Native California, The Nation, and Newsweek. 
Last month the book received the Heyday Books History Award.
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STATE CAPITOL ROTUNDA DISPLAYS

In honor of the 40th Anniversary of the Native American Heritage 
Commission, we displayed facts about the NAHC in the second floor 

rotunda of the State Capitol for the month of October. The four panel 
display highlighted the past and present NAHC Commissioners, the current 

and former NAHC Executive Secretaries, the important legislative history 
of the NAHC, and all 164 California Native American Tribes.

7



Mission Statement

The Mission of the Native American 
Heritage Commission is to provide 
protection to Native American burials 
from vandalism and inadvertent 
destruction, provide a procedure for 
the notification of most likely 
descendants regarding the discovery of 
Native American human remains and 
associated grave goods, bring legal 
action to prevent severe and 
irreparable damage to sacred shrines, 
ceremonial sites, sanctified cemeteries 
and places of worship on public 
property, and maintain an inventory of 
sacred places.
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Between 1850 and 1900, 90% of the California Indian population 
perished from disease, starvation, poisoning, or gun shot wounds.  
People were collecting the Native American human remains and burial 
items without any care, worry or concern for what the Native people 
were feeling or their religious beliefs.  The pattern of destruction 
continued after 1900.

Many human remains, including large burial mounds, were being 
uncovered during construction for housing and roads.  Remains were 
simply being ignored by construction workers or collected by amateur 
archaeologists.  Insensitive wholesale destruction of burial sites, 
occurred as archaeologists collected Native American human remains 
at an alarming rate.  Remains were being warehoused at locations 
across California for future research projects.  In many instances, 
curators and researchers had no idea how many remains they had, or 
any records to indicate how they obtained them.  All of this was legal 
and virtually impossible for Native Americans to stop until appropriate 
legislation was passed.

Demands by California Native Americans to provide protection of 
human remains and burial grounds from vandalism, destruction 
during construction projects, and scientific research lead to the 
creation of the Native American Heritage Commission in 1976 by the 
State Legislature and the Administration’s approval.  Today, 
California's most likely descendants have a voice in determining the 
treatment and disposition of their ancestor’s human remains and 
associated burial items.

The Native American Heritage Commission consists of the Commission 
members, the Executive Secretary and staff.  The office staff reacts to 
discoveries of Native American human remains and investigates impacts 
to traditional cultural places reported by local Native Americans.  It 
reviews the cultural resources sections of environmental documents to 
ensure impacts to cultural sites are being assessed and mitigated in 
compliance with State Law with the involvement of the appropriate 
tribal groups.  The staff also searches the Commission’s Sacred Lands File 
for sites that may be impacted and provides project proponents with 
consultation lists with the appropriate local Native Americans to 
contact regarding their project’s impacts to traditional cultural places.

The Commission also assists in disseminating information and 
interpreting laws for tribes, tribal organizations and individual Native 
Americans concerned with the protection of Native American cultural 
places and human remains.  The Commission is an essential hub for 
information flow for state and local government agencies that are 
often unaware of tribal concerns and who to contact to solicit 
information regarding impacts to cultural places.  The Commission 
strives to educate landowners and developers that are often unaware 
of their responsibilities under state law to protect cultural places, 
Native American human remains, and associated grave items.

The Executive Secretary and office staff is responsible to the 
Commission, which convenes in session to hear and act upon 
additional concerns that tribal groups and individuals present.  The 
full Commission consists of nine members.  Five members must be 
elders, traditional people, or spiritual leaders of California 
Native American tribes. 

COMMISSIONERS

JAMES RAMOS, Chairperson, Serrano/Cahuilla
Laura Miranda, Luiseño ✜  Merri Lopez-Keifer, Luiseño  ✜  Reginald Pagaling, Chumash

William (Bill) Mungary, Paiute/White Mountain Apache ✜  Marshall McKay, Wintun ✜  Julie Tumamait-Stenslie, Chumash 
✜  Russell Attebery, Karuk  ✜  Joseph Myers, Pomo

Cynthia Gomez, Executive Secretary, Tule River Yokut

Vision

California Native American cultural 
resources, habitation sites, burial sites, 
sacred sites, ceremonial sites, and places 
of worship are limited resources for 
Indian and non-Indian people. They are 
important to the culture and spiritual 
beliefs of California Native Americans.  
Therefore, they must be protected in a 
sensitive manner that involves local 
Native American people.  The Commission 
believes an effective protection program 
will benefit all citizens of California.

the native american 
heritage commission
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40th Anniversary
of the

native american 
heritage commission

1976          2016

The Most Likely Descendants Statute and 
Protection of Native American Burials

Senate Bill 297 (Garamendi, 1982)

The California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
Assembly Bill 978 (Steinberg, 2001)

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
ASSEMBLY BILL 4239 (KNOX, 1976)

Assembly Bill 4239 established the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) and was signed into law by Governor Edmund G. 
Brown Jr. on September 29, 1976. Assembly Bill 4239 created an autonomous governmental body whose authority would encompass 
the protection of Native American cemeteries and sacred places.   

The NAHC consists of nine members appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate.  At least five of the nine 
members must be elders, traditional people, or spiritual leaders of California Native American tribes.  The Governor also appoints 
the Executive Secretary of the Commission.  The NAHC’s powers upon inception included the protection of significant Indian 
religious and sacred sites, assisting Native Americans in obtaining access to significant religious and sacred sites on public lands, 
and bringing legal action to prevent severe or irreparable damage to sacred sites or ceremonial places on public land.

Tribal Consultation with Local Government Prior to 
the Adoption or Amendment of General or Specific Plans

Senate Bill 18 (Burton, 2004)

As a result of the Third District Court of Appeal’s decision in Wana The Bear v. Community Construction, Inc., (1982) 128 Cal.App.3d 
536, it became apparent that ancient Native American burial grounds were not protected as cemeteries under California cemetery 
law.  Senate Bill 297 added Public Resources Code section 5097.98, which protects Native American human remains from desecration 
by requiring the NAHC to identify the Most Likely Descendants of the Native American deceased. The Most Likely Descendants make 
recommendations for the treatment and disposition of Native American human remains to the landowner on whose property the 
remains have been discovered.  If the landowner rejects the Most Likely Descendants’ recommendations, the remains must be 
reinterred with appropriate dignity on the property in an area not subject to further and future subsurface disturbance.

The California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (CalNAGPRA) requires all State agencies and museums that 
receive funding from the State to create inventories of Native American human remains and cultural items in their possession and 
repatriate these items when possible.  CalNAGPRA provides for civil penalties for failure to comply with the Act.  The NAHC was 
granted authority to enforce CalNAGPRA in 2014 by legislation signed into law by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.

Senate Bill 18 requires local governments to conduct meaningful consultation with California Native American tribes on the 
contact list maintained by the NAHC prior to the adoption or amendment of a city or county general or specific plan. The purpose 
of Senate Bill 18 is to protect Native American sanctified cemeteries, places of worship, religious or ceremonial sites, or historical or 
cultural sites.

Inclusion of “Tribal Cultural Resources” as a Category of Resources 
to be Considered and the Requirement of Tribal Consultation 

under the California Environmental Quality Act
Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, 2014)

Signed into law by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., Assembly Bill 52 amended the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
to include “tribal cultural resources” as a separate category of resources to be considered under the CEQA environmental 
review process.   Tribal cultural knowledge must be considered in determining whether a resource is a tribal cultural resource.

Assembly Bill 52 also requires any CEQA lead agency to consult with any California Native American tribe that is traditionally 
and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of a proposed project if the tribe requested notification of projects in the lead 
agency’s area of jurisdiction and requested consultation.

legislative history
of the

native american heritage commission
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H O N O R I N G   T H E   T R I B E S
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Alturas Rancheria of Pit River Indians 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians 
Barbareno/Ventureno Band of Mission Indians 
Barona Group of the Capitan Grande  
Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 
Benton Paiute Reservation - Utu Utu Gwaitu Tribe 
Berry Creek Rancheria of Maidu Indians 
Big Lagoon Rancheria 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley  
Big Sandy Rancheria  
Big Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians 
Bishop Paiute Tribe 
Blue Lake Rancheria 
Bridgeport Paiute Colony 
Buena Vista Rancheria 
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians 
Cahuilla Band of Indians 
Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians 
California Valley Miwok Tribe 
Campo Band of Mission Indians 
Cedarville Rancheria of Northern Paiute Indians  
Chemehuevi Reservation 
Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria 
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk 
Chumash Council of Bakersfield 
Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians 
Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation 
Coastanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe 
Cocopah Indian Reservation 
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians 
Colorado River Indian Tribe  
Colusa Indian Community Council 
Cortina Band of Indians 
Costanoan Ohlone Rumsen-Mutsen Tribe 
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
Death Valley Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe 
Dry Creek Rancheria of Pomo Indians 
Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal Goverment 
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians 
Elem Indian Colony of Pomo 
Elk Valley Rancheria 
Enterprise Rancheria - Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe 
Esselen Tribe of Monterey County
Ewiiaapaayp Tribal Office 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians 
Fort Bidwell Indian Community of Paiute 
Fort Independence Indian Community of Paiutes  
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation 
Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians 
Gabrielino/Tongva Nation 
Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe 
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council  
Greenville Rancheria of Maidu Indians 
Grindstone Rancheria of Wintun-Wailaki 
Guidiville Band of Pomo Indians 
Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake 
Honey Lake Maidu 
Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians 
Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel 
Inaja Band of Mission Indians 
Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan  
Ione Band of Miwok Indians 
Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk Indians 
Jamul Indian Village 
Juaneño Band of Mission Indians 
Juaneño Band of Mission Indians -  Acjachemen Nation
Karuk Tribe 
Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts Point Rancheria 
Kern Valley Indian Council 
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe 
Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians 
Klamath Tribe 
Koi Nation of Northern California 
KonKow Valley Band of Maidu 
Kwaaymii Laguna Band of Mission Indians 
La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians 
La Posta Band of Mission Indians 

Laytonville Rancheria/Cahto Indian Tribe
Lone Pine Paiute Shoshone Reservation 
Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno Indians 
Lytton Rancheria of California 
Mancheste-Point Arena Rancheria 
Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Nation 
Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria 
Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians 
Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians 
Mishewal-Wappo Tribe of Alexander Valley
Modoc Tribe of California 
Mono Lake Indian Community 
Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu Indians 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area 
Nashville-El Dorado Miwok 
Nor-Rel-Muk Nation 
North Fork Mono Tribe 
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians  
North Valley Yokuts Tribe 
Northern Chumash Tribal Council 
Noyo River Indian Community 
Ohlone/Coastanoan-Esselen Nation 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 
Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians 
Pauma Band of Luiseno Indians - Pauma & Yuima Reservation 
Pechanga Band of Mission Indians 
Picayne Rancheria of Chukchansi 
Pinoleville Pomo Nation 
Pit River Tribe of California 
Potter Valley Tribe 
Quartz Valley Indian Community 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation 
Ramona Band of Mission Indians 
Redding Rancheria 
Redwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo 
Resighini Rancheria/Coast Indian Community 
Rincon Band of Mission Indians 
Robinson Rancheria of Pomo Indians 
Round Valley Reservation 
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties 
San Fernando Band of Mission Indians 
San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians 
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians 
Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians 
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe 
Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians 
Scotts Valley Band of Pomo  
Serrano Nation of Mission Indians 
Shasta Nation 
Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo 
Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Strawberry Valley Rancheria 
Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation  
Table Mountain Rancheria 
Tejon Indian Tribe 
The Ohlone Indian Tribe  
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation 
Traditional Choinumni Tribe 
Tsi Akim Maidu 
Tsnungwe Council 
Tubatulabals of Kern Valley 
Tule River Yokut Tribe 
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk  
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria 
Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 
Wadatkuta Band of the Northern Paiute of the Honey Lake Valley 
Walker River Reservation 
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
Wilton Rancheria 
Winnemem Wintu Tribe 
Wintu Tribe of Northern California 
Wiyot Tribe 
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band 
Xolon-Salinan Tribe 
yak tityu  tityu - Northern Chumash Tribe
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation 
Yurok Tribe of California 

40th Anniversary
of the

native american 
heritage commission

1976          2016
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THE Tribal people
of california

Deserted Mojave dwellings, Kern County.

Pomo houses with granary in foreground, Lake County.

Cahuilla house in the desert, Riverside County.

Mono bark slab house of the Sierra Foothills, Mono County.

Earthen roundhouse
Stoney Ford, Colusa County.

Blue Family.

Hupa village, on the Trinity River, Humboldt County.
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The idea of recognizing California’s Native American history prior to statehood with a bronze seal on the west steps of the State Capitol originated with Larry Myers, the Executive Secretary of the Native American Heritage
Commission.  Secretary Myers and State Librarian Kevin Starr approached Assembly Speaker Robert Hertzberg.  Speaker Hertzberg, supported the concept and carried the legislation making the vision a reality.

For at least forty generations, Native Americans have lived within the boundaries of present day California, loving the land, cherishing their traditions.  Native American names dot the landscape of California and knowledge
of their rich culture is essential to understanding the complete history of what is now the State of California.  Native Americans were the first Californians and Californians today should be educated about the enduring
legacy of the Native Americans in California.

The California Indian Seal commemorates the contributions, history, and continuing sovereignty of generations of California Indians.  It recognizes that Indian People lived throughout what is now California when the
Spanish settlement was founded in 1769.  At the time more than 100 different Native American languages were used, with at least as many cultural forms of religion and customs.  The names of 68 California Indian tribes
inscribed along the border represent the historically significant linguistic and regional tribes in California.

An Indian woman, with an infant and child, symbolizes the importance of family unity and cultural continuity.  A basket, an oak tree, a dancer holding wands, and a man wearing a flicker quill headdress and a clamshell
necklace reflect diverse aspects of Indian culture.  Two figures journeying by boat represent coastal Indian tribes.  Three military jets, arcing towards the top seal, portray the military experiences that many Indians have
in common.

Artist Robert Freeman, a Luiseño Indian born on the Rincon Indian Reservation in San Diego County, designed this circular bronze seal.

central images

�  An Indian woman with infant and child represents
the sensitivity and unity of family. children provide
the continuity of new generations to carry on tradition
and they ensure the legacy and heritage of our
culture. The woman’s woven hat is typical of the
tribes of the Northwestern part of the state (such as
the Tolowa, Kurok, Yurok, and Hupa tribes).

�  The shape of the state of California depicts the
embodiment of all tribes within the historic boundary
of the State of California.

�  The generic design of the basket represents all
tribes in California. Baskets had a utilitarian function
as they were used in gathering and preparing food.
Later, baskets became a source of trade.

the indian seal portrays the humanity of the indigenous people of california.
this seal represents an artistic symmetry and harmony, which is reflective of indian culture.

image on the left

�  A Pomo Indian (Northern/Central Region) with
headdress and necklace. The yellowhammer band
(flicker bird) designates a dancer. Necklaces have a
utilitarian, ornamental, and symbolic meaning and
sometimes reflect the status or rank within a tribe.
The featured necklace is made of clamshell, which
is typical of the northern and central part of the
state. Abalone, dentalia, and olivella were other shells
used for making necklaces in other parts of the state.

bottom images

�  Two figures paddling out to sea represent the Chumash and other coastal Indians (Central
and Southern Coastal Region) in a pine boat. The Chumash were excellent navigators and
understood the tides and currents of the Pacific Ocean; they developed a form of money used
for bartering; their artwork was multi-chromatic, and included cave paintings; and they, like
other California Indian tribes, had a sophisticated social network.

�  Cormorant bird in water. Coastal tribes of Southern California used these leashed birds
to dive and retrieve fish.

�  The diversity of bird life in California also gave an abundance of color used for feather
baskets, blankets, and regalia.

images on the right

�  Luiseño/Cahuilla Indian (Southern Region)
performing a traditional bird dance. The California
condor was a venerable and huge animal that
represents great nobility for Indians. This image
depicts one of many bird dances around the state
such as the eagle, goose, duck, and crane. Dances
are also used to honor other animals such as the
bear, white deer, “first-run” salmon, and coyote.

�  The dancer has wands in his hands that he 
swishes in movement to imitate the sound of 
bird wings. Indian tribes around the state used
other types of instruments. Some are used to 
make music while others are used to keep time
in the dance such as clappers, gourds, and 
rattles. The dance is connected to a ceremony 
that reaffirms the Indians’ connection with the
natural world.

�  The dancer’s netted skirt is woven of natural
plant fibers. Other skirts were woven of bark or
reeds. The men sometimes used netted woven 
bags for gathering. Nets were also used for

 hunting and fishing. The feathers on the skirt 
are eagle and condor feathers as a way to further
emulate the bird.

�  The Oak Tree produces acorns, which was a staple
food for all California Indian tribes, and was eaten
in many different forms such as bread, soup, or
biscuits.

�  The Roundhouse is found in the Northern and
Central regions and is used for sacred ceremonies
and dances as well as for community gatherings.

top image

�  Three Military Jets rising into the sky represent the continuing participation of Indians
in American society as veterans in the armed forces of the United States. This image also
symbolizes contemporary contributions of California Indians who work in the aerospace
industry technology of the 21st Century.

border images

�  The four cardinal directions that are occupied by
images of bear, eagle, salmon, and deer carry
traditional value. In Indian culture the number “four”
signifies contact with the universe. The animals
provide a balance and recognition of animals beyond
a source of food, for which many California tribes
have dedicated a traditional dance as described above.

�  The names of 68 California Indian tribes inscribed
along the border represent the historically significant
linguistic and regional tribes in California.

CALIFORNIA INDIAN SEAL
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An Indian woman, with an infant and child, symbolizes the importance of family unity and cultural continuity.  A basket, an oak tree, a dancer holding wands, and a man wearing a flicker quill headdress and a clamshell
necklace reflect diverse aspects of Indian culture.  Two figures journeying by boat represent coastal Indian tribes.  Three military jets, arcing towards the top seal, portray the military experiences that many Indians have
in common.

Artist Robert Freeman, a Luiseño Indian born on the Rincon Indian Reservation in San Diego County, designed this circular bronze seal.
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION MILESTONES
1963
The California Legislature recognized that California Indian culture was neither sufficiently understood nor 
adequately chronicled and that it could never be reproduced or replaced.  The Legislature requested that 
archaeological sites be reported to the California Department of Parks and Recreation.

1971
A report by a State agency exposed a serious problem with the State’s archaeological records and recommended the 
creation of a Native American heritage agency.

1975		  DQ University Conference
A conference of Native Americans at DQ University was held to discuss Native American heritage concerns.  These 
concerns were the impetus behind AB 4239, which created the Native American Heritage Commission.

1976		  AB 4239 (Knox) The Native American Heritage Commission
AB 4239 created the Native American Heritage Commission to protect and ensure continued access to Native 
American sacred sites, including burials and historic sites on public lands.  The Commission was charged with 
identifying and cataloging Native American sites of special religious or social significance on public lands and 
making recommendations regarding the protection of and continued accessibility to these sites.

1977	 Native American Heritage Commission’s Inaugural Swearing-In Ceremony
The inaugural swearing-in ceremony of the Native American Heritage Commission’s first Executive Secretary, Steve 
Rios, and Native American Heritage Commissioners was conducted by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.

1982		  Wana The Bear v. Community Construction (1982) 128 Cal.App.3d 536
Wana the Bear, a direct descendant of the Bear People Lodge of the Miwok People, sought reversal of a lower court’s 
decision that a Native American burial ground was not a cemetery entitled to protection under California cemetery 
law. The California Third District Court of Appeal affirmed that the burial ground in question was not public 
cemetery protected under California law.  This case would be the impetus for the Most Likely Descendants statute, 
Public Resources Code section 5097.98. 

1982		  SB 297 (Garamendi) Most Likely Descendants Legislation
SB 297, enacted on September 27, 1982, authorized the Native American Heritage Commission to identify Most 
Likely Descendants (MLDs) of deceased Native Americans whose remains had been inadvertently discovered.  SB 
297 requires the landowner on whose lands Native American human remains are found to confer with the Most 
Likely Descendants for the treatment and disposition, with appropriate dignity, of Native American human remains.

1982		  Gasquet and Orleans Project (G-O Road Litigation)
The Native American Heritage Commission joined litigation to stop construction of a logging road in the Six Rivers 
National Forest by the U.S. Forest Service in an area the Yurok, Karuk and Tolowa people hold sacred.  The U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of California and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit held that 
construction of the road as planned violated the American Indian Religious Freedom Act.  The U.S. Supreme Court 
overruled the Ninth Circuit’s decision on First Amendment grounds.  Lyng v. Northwest Indian Cemetery Protective 
Ass’n (1988) 485 U.S. 439.

1985		 Environmental Protection Information Center v. Johnson (1985) 170 Cal.App.3d 604
The California Third District Court of Appeal held that, under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
the Native American Heritage Commission is an agency that must be consulted when evaluating projects for their 
environmental impacts.
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION MILESTONES
1990		  People v. Van Horn (1990) 218 Cal.App.3d 1378
The California Fourth District Court of Appeal held that Public Resources Code section 5097.99 prohibits the 
possession of Native American artifacts taken from a Native American grave or cairn unless the possession is in 
accordance with an agreement between a landowner and appropriate Native American groups or pursuant to a 
recommendation by the descendants of the deceased Native American.

1993		  AB 861 (Knight) Abolishment of the Native American Heritage Commission
This bill was introduced to abolish the Native American Heritage Commission in order to save the State of California 
money. Tribes, archaeologists, state agencies and local agencies supported the Commission by writing letters and 
providing testimony in opposition to the bill. The bill failed.  The Commission prevailed.

1998		  The “Save Mount Shasta” Campaign
The Native American Heritage Commission, Tribes, and the “Save Mount Shasta” organization united to protect the 
Panther Meadow and the Mount Shasta Cosmological District from direct and indirect adverse effects of a proposed 
ski area development to be located on places of traditional and cultural significance.  The U.S. Forest Service 
rescinded its permit for the ski area largely because of its impacts on Native American traditional use areas.

1999 - 2000		  Ishi’s Remains Are Reunited and Repatriated
The Native American Heritage Commission and Tribes advocated for and secured, the reunion of Ishi’s cremated and 
uncremated remains for reburial in the Pit River area.

2001		  AB 978 (Steinberg) The California Native American Graves Protection 
	 and Repatriation Act of 2001

The California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 2001 (CalNAGPRA) created a 
Repatriation Oversight Commission to ensure that all California Native American human remains and associated 
cultural items be treated with dignity and respect and repatriated in accordance with the State’s repatriation policy.  
The duties of the Repatriation Oversight Commission were assumed by statute by the Native American Heritage 
Commission in 2015.

2002		  SB 1816 (Chesbro) Native American Historic Resource Protection Act
This Act provided for the assessment of penalties and imprisonment for the willful damage of Native American 
historic, cultural, or sacred sites listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historic Resources.

2004	 	 SB 18 (Burton) Tribal Consultation on General Plans, Specific Plans, 
	 and Open Space Designations

SB 18 provides that local governments must consult with Tribes on the contact list maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission when adopting or amending general or specific plans or when designating open 
space that contains protected Native American sites or features.

2004		  The California Public Records Act Amended to Prevent the Disclosure of 
	 Native American Sacred Sites

Section 6254, subdivision (r) was added to the California Public Records Act to exempt from public disclosure the 
records of Native American graves, cemeteries, and sacred places maintained by, or in the possession of, the Native 
American Heritage Commission, another state agency, or a local agency.

2014		  AB 52 (Gatto) Tribal Consultation and Consideration of Impacts to 
Tribal Cultural Resources under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

AB 52 (Gatto) added a new cultural resource, tribal cultural resources, the impacts to which must be considered 
during the environmental review process under the CEQA.  AB 52 also provides for tribal consultation prior to the 
issuance of environmental impact report, negative declaration, or mitigated negative declaration.
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Former Commissioners 

Former Commissioners 
Former Commissioners 

Former Commissioners and staff 

  
 
 

Former Commissioner 
Bill Franklin 

Former Commissioner 
Grant Smith  

Former Commissioner 
Walt Lara  

Former Commissioner 
Wanda Lee Graves  

Former Commissioner Bill Franklin, Nancy 
Evans, Noreen, and former commissioner 

Jay J. Johnson  

Former Commissioner 
Walt Lara  

Former Commissioner Katherine Saubel
Former Executive Secretary Larry Myers

Former Commissioners John Sespe 
and Priscilla Hunter  

Former Commissioner 
Mabel McKay 

Former Staff Member Gail McNulty

LOOKING BACK ON 40 YEARS OF THE 
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
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Former Commissioners 

  
  

Bertha  
Norton  

Florence  
Jones 

Former Commissioner Jay J. Johnson  

Commissioners “Swearing In” Ceremony on June 21, 1977 
From left to right: Commissioners Jay J. Johnson, Abby Abinanti, Patricia E. Duro, Mabel 

McKay, Executive Secretary Stephen M. Rios, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., 
Assemblyman John T. Knox, Assemblyman Barry Keene, Commissioners Talbert M. Wilson, 

Jane K. Penn, Ed Castillo, Blanche Shippentower, and Milton M. Marks  

Jane 
Penn   

Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.                                   
and Executive Secretary Stephen M. Rios
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 Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.

acknowledging the NAHC and
Commissioners at the 49th Annual

Native American Day  

Sacramento, CA
September 22, 2016   

Current NAHC Commissioners (L-R) 
NAHC Secretary Merri Lopez-Keifer, Commissioners Russell A. Atteberry, Reginald Pagaling, 

Marshall McKay, NAHC Chairperson James Ramos, NAHC Vice-Chairperson Laura 
Miranda,Commissioners Julie Lynn Tumamait-Stenslie, William Mungary, Joe Myers.   
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An Assembly Resolution was presented to NAHC Chairperson James Ramos by 
Assemblyman Morrell. A copy was not available at the time of printing. 

NAHC  COMMISSIONERS’ 
RESOLUTIONS

In recognition of the Native American Heritage Commission’s 

40th Anniversary, each of our current Commissioners and 

the Executive Secretary was presented a joint resolution 

from his or her local legislator. The resolutions were 

presented at the 49th Annual Native American Day, on 

September 23, 2016 at the west steps of the Capitol.
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National Indian 
Justice Center

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

The Native American Heritage Commission’s 40th Anniversary Gala was funded 
solely through the generous contributions of our sponsors.

 
  
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 The Ramos Family 
from San Manuel


